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the men should rise up, till the signal should be given. But
one Robert Pike, heated with strong liquor, left his com-
pany, and prevailed upon one of the Symerons to creep
with him to the wayside, that they might signalize them-
selves by seizing the first mule; and hearing the tramp-
ling of a horse, as he lay, could not be restrained by the
Symeron from rising up to observe who was passing by.
This he did so imprudently, that he was discovered by
the passenger; for, by Drake's order, the English had put
their shirts on over their coats, that the night and tumult
might not hinder them from knowing one another.

The gentleman was immediately observed by Drake to
change his trot into a gallop; but, the reason of it not ap-
pearing, it was imputed to his fear of the robbers that
usually infest that road, and the English still continued to
expect the treasure.

In a short time, one of the recoes, that were passing
towards Venta Cruz, came up, and was eagerly seized by
the English, who expected nothing less than half the re-
venue of the Indies; nor is it easy to imagine their morti-
fication and perplexity, when they found only two mules
laden with silver, the rest having no other burden than
provisions.

The driver-was brought immediately to the captain, and
informed him that the horseman, whom he had observed
pass by with so much precipitation, had informed the trea-
surer of what he had observed, and advised him to send
back the mules that carried his gold and jewels, and suffer
only the rest to proceed, that he might, by that cheap ex-
periment, discover whether there was any ambush on the
way.

That Drake was not less disgusted than his followers at
the disappointment, cannot be doubted; but there was
now no time to be spent in complaints. The whole country
was alarmed, and all the force of the Spaniards was sum-
moned to overwhelm him. He had no fortress to retire
to; every man was his enemy; and every retreat better
known to the Spaniards than to himself.